
 

 

 

                                     Jorge Méndez Blake, Defend it (Poetry) II, 2024. Coloured pencil on paper, 200 x 140 cm. 
                            © Jorge Méndez Blake 
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Mazzoleni, Turin – The exhibition Il fascino del mito (The Fascination of Myth) 
explores the eternal dialogue between past and present through a selection of 
works that reinterpret mythological themes and motifs with a contemporary lens. 
Conceived as a journey through time, a compelling dialogue between the ancient 
and the modern, challenges chronological conventions, which sees us arrive at a 
suspended dimension, where the ruins of the past meet the language of modern art. 

At the heart of this narrative are the works of Giorgio de Chirico, Alberto Savinio, 
Giulio Paolini, Salvo, and Jorge Méndez Blake, united by an approach that 
transcends temporal and geographical boundaries. Together, they construct a 
visual language infused with enigmas and references.  



 

 

Complementing these works and punctuating the exhibition are a selection of 
archaeological artifacts, creating a visual bridge between antiquity and the 
present. 

The project, inspired by the success of the London exhibition Mythology 
Reinterpreted—recognised in 2024 as one of the top ten exhibitions of the London 
autumn art season—now finds a new home in Mazzoleni’s prestigious Turin venue. 
It celebrates myth as an inexhaustible source of artistic inspiration. 

“What shall I love, if not the enigma of things?” asked de Chirico. This question 
resonates throughout the works of the featured artists: Trophy with the Head of 
Jupiter (1929–30) by de Chirico, a symbol of divine wisdom and power, transforms 
into a visual enigma. Alberto Savinio’s Jeux d’Anges (1930) adds a surreal and 
dreamlike note to the exhibition. His portrayal of angels in a suspended, timeless 
context connects to a desire to transcend the present and embrace the mystery of 
the invisible. 

In his vivid and geometrically charged paintings, Salvo captures the spirit of 
classical ruins and offers a personal vision of archaeological fragments, 
transformed by the psychedelic light of modernity, as reflected in his own words: “As 
long as the model can be seen in a new way, because the definition is not complete, 
why should the search be stopped?” (Salvo, On Painting. In the Style of 
Wittgenstein, Paul Maenz & Gerd de Vries, Cologne, 1980). 

Giulio Paolini and Jorge Méndez Blake probe the relationship between the present 
and the past through the concepts of reproduction, citation, and otherness. 
Paolini’s The Other Figure (1983), with its exploration of circularity and eternal return, 
converses with Méndez Blake’s Defend it (Poetry) II (2024), a meticulous depiction 
of a ruined Greek column crowned with the inscription “Defend it.” The admonition, 
referring to poetry as revealed by the work’s title, echoes the evocative stone 
inscriptions of Salvo, disrupting chronological coherence in favour of the power of 
the message. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue published for the London show. As 
Benedetta Casini writes in her essay Mythology Reinterpreted. A Journey through 
Ancient Inspiration in Modern & Contemporary Art: “Antiquity, archaeology, ruins are 
[...] a distance that cannot be bridged. They can only be evoked, perhaps elevated 
as a virtuous model, or used to escape the clamour of real-time communication.” 
The artists presented in this exhibition use references to the past not as nostalgic 
exaltation but as a tool to question the present and project themselves toward the 
future. 

 



 

 

JORGE MÉNDEZ BLAKE 
Jorge Méndez Blake (Guadalajara, Mexico. 1974) is a visual artist whose practice researches into language, text, 
and the history of literature, as well as the possibilities of translating writing into visual and spatial compositions. 
His work explores possible intersections, conflicts, and connections that new readings and translations generate 
between literature, visual arts, and architecture. 
  
He was part of the 13th Havana Biennale, the National Gallery of Victoria Triennale in 2017 and the 13th Istanbul 
Biennale. His work has been shown individually at the Bass Museum (Miami), Palm Springs Museum, Kunsthalle 
Mulhouse, Marfa Contemporary, MCA Denver, MOLA Los Angeles, Museo D'Arte Contemporanea Villa Croce, 
besides MUAC, Museo Tamayo, SAPS, and MAM in Mexico City, and Museo Cabañas in Guadalajara. Between his 
recent publications are Lenguaje Desmantelado / Dismantled Language (Ediciones inacabadas, 2021), 
Diálogossobre un poeta, una manzana y una retícula (Impronta Casa Editora, 2021), Nao de China (BOM DIA BOA 
TARDE BOA NOITE, 2018), Otra literatura / Other Literature (Ediciones MP, 2016). 
 
 
MAZZOLENI 
Mazzoleni is a leading Post-War Italian and contemporary art gallery based in London and Turin. With over 35 years 
of activity, Mazzoleni focuses on a museum-calibre exhibition programme and participates in the main 
international art fairs, including Art Basel, Frieze, and TEFAF, as well as Artissima, Artefiera and Miart. Most recently, 
the gallery has expanded its reach towards new art scenes with its participation in Frieze Seoul, Art Abu Dhabi and 
Art Dubai. The Mazzoleni collection is exhibited in museums and institutions worldwide, such as: the Centre 
Pompidou and Palais de Tokyo in Paris; the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation in New York; the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington; The State Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg; Tate and the Estorick Collection in London, 
as well as Museo del Novecento in Florence, the GNAM in Rome, MADRE Museum in Naples, Triennale Milano and 
Palazzo Reale in Milan, and the Venice Biennale. Mazzoleni represents the Estate of Agostino Bonalumi. 
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