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This is the first monograph dedicated to the artist Marinella Senatore, which aims to establish 
an exhaustive overview of her twenty years of artistic activity. The monograph combines 
biographical information and exhibition history, as well as a rich selection of her works, 
constituting a new and important contribution to the literature dedicated to her practice. 
The monograph, curated by Ilaria Bernardi, presents the first systematic and complete study of 
Marinella Senatore’s career, from her first debut in the early 2000s to the present day. 
 
Its publication by Silvana Editoriale in December 2022 coincides with the 10th anniversary of 
SOND – The School of Narrative Dance, the artist’s internationally-acclaimed travelling school 
founded in 2012.  
 
The idea behind the creation of this monograph, dates back to more than two years ago and 
originates from a long-standing dialogue between the artist and curator, continuing on from a series 
of pre-existing texts, exhibitions and prior collaborations. 
The volume is also based on a long period of study and archival research, which form the basis of 
its three sections: the critical essay, the chronology (supported by a rich selection of photographs) 
and the selected bibliography. 
 
The critical essay thoroughly analyses the artists’ oeuvre and establishes links with the artistic and 
cultural contexts in which Senatore has worked during the course of her career. The text aims to 
identify the artist’s iconographic and theoretical sources as well as the principal concepts which 
define and make recognisable her work.   
 
The chronology spans from the year 2003 - when Senatore began her career as a visual artist - and 
18th September 2022, the end date of the Festival Alliance des corps. Carte blanche à Marinella 
Senatore, which was held at the Palais de Tokyo in Paris to celebrate the 10th anniversary of 
SOND. The chronology continues on through the years and includes solo exhibitions, special 
commissions, shows, video screenings, residencies and prizes, so as to outline Senatore’s 
professional career with reference to the public activities, which marked her growth in notoriety 
both at national and international levels.  
 
The choice in basing the chronology on her public activity rather than on her works, was made to 
draw attention to what makes Marinella Senatore stand out from the work of her contemporaries: 
the variety of international exhibiting opportunities in which she has been invited to participate 
(including numerous biennials), an indication of her ever-growing global recognition. 



 
 

 

 

 
The volume ends with a selected and up to date bibliography, pertaining to the most relevant 
catalogues of solo and collective exhibitions, as well to relevant interviews and articles.  
 
With this publication, Ilaria Bernardi, presents an unprecedented piece in the body of literature 
dedicated to the Italian artists belonging to Marinella Senatore’s generation, proposing a 
monograph with a retrospective character. Without an accompanied exhibition, this volume is 
based on archival research, historical contextualisation, source study and a constant dialogue with 
the artist, in the same manner as it was for former historical monographs of artists from previous 
generations. Ilaria Bernardi intends to present a primary and scientifically examined analysis of 
the artist’s work and to consequently contribute to a rather urgent necessity to historicise the 
present.  
 
Mazzoleni represents the artist.  

 
 
MARINELLA SENATORE 
Marinella Senatore (Cava de’ Tirreni, b. 1977) is a multidisciplinary artist, trained in music, fine arts and film. Her practice 
is characterized by a strong collective and partcipatory character; her work merges forms of protest, learning theatre, oral 
histories, vernacular forms, protest dance and music, public ceremonies, civil rituals and mass events.  Through a variety 
of means, Senatore reconsiders the political nature of collective efforts and offers the public an opportunity to generate 
social change.  
Her works and performances have been displayed and commisioned by Italian and international institutions, which include: 
Kunsthaus Zürich; MAXXI; Palais de Tokyo; Schirn Kunsthalle; Museum of Contemporary Art of Chicago; High Line, NY; 
Berlinische Galerie; Kunsthalle Sankt Gallen; Faena Art Forum; Bozar; Petach Tikva Museum; Fondazione Sandretto Re 
Rebaudengo; Serpentine Gallery; CCA Tel Aviv; Museo Madre; Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal; ICA, Richmond; 
BAK Utrecht; Centro de Arte Dos de Mayo; Palazzo Grassi; Museo Boijmans Van Beuningen; Moderna Museet. The artist 
has participated in the following contemporary art biennials: Bienal of Sao Paulo; Manifesta 12; Biennale de Lyon; 
Thessaloniki Biennale; Liverpool Biennale; Athens Biennale; Havana Biennale; Göteborg Biennial; Bienal de Cuenca; Venice 
Biennale; Salonicco Biennial and the Bangkok Biennial.  
Her School of Narrative Dance (SOND), founded in 2012, has received numerous commissions among which: Manifesta 
12, Castello di Rivoli in 2013; MAXXI in Rome in 2014; Venice Biennial in 2015; Centre Pompidou in Paris, Hayward 
Gallery in London, Queens Museum in New York, Kunsthaus in Zurich, Shenzhen Bi-city Biennial of Urbanism/Architecture 
in 2017; Peggy Guggenheim Museum in Venice in 2018 and Magazzino Italian Art, New York in 2019. 
Senatore is the winner of the 4th and 7th editions of Italian Council; The Evelyn Award at York Museum, UK and the Art 
Grant from The Foundation of Arts and Music for Dresden, Germany in 2017; The MAXXI Prize and AMACI (Association 
of Italian Museums of Contemporary Art) Prize in 2014; Castello di Rivoli Fellowship in 2013; The American Academy in 
Rome Fellowship, Gotham Prize and 23rd M. Bellisario Prize in 2012; The New York Prize and Terna Prize in 2010; The 
Dena Foundation Fellowship in 2009. 
In addition to teaching at various universities, the artist regularly lectures at international institutions such as Goldsmiths, 
London; ICA-Institute of Contemporary Arts, London; Foundation d’Entreprise Ricard, Paris; NYU, Berlin; Guggenheim, 
NYC;  Academy of Fine Art, Naples ERG, Brussels; University of Madrid; University of Granada; University of Turin; 
Beursschouwbug, Brussels; Academy of Fine Arts, Mechelen; New Academy of Fine Arts, Milan; IUAV, Venice; Hochschule 
für Gestaltung, Frankfurt am Main. 
 
ILARIA BERNARDI 
Ilaria Bernardi (Pescia, b. 1985) is a curator and has a phD in art history.  
Among her prior collaborations, she has worked with Germano Celant and Carolyn Christoy-Bakargiey, the latter at the 
Castello di Rivoli Museum of Contemporary Art.  
She has curated exhibitions for public institutions such as MAECI- Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
and for important exhibition spaces in Italy and abroad, which include the National Gallery of Modern Art in Rome; Palazzo 
delle Esposizioni, Roma; Villa e Collezione Panza, Varese; Museo del Novecento e del Contemporaneo di Palazzo Fabroni, 
Pistoia; Magazzino Italian Art, Cold Spring, NY; IIC New York; ArtOmi, New York; IIC Madrid; Keyes Art Mile, 
Johannesburg; 6 Spin Street, Cape Town. 



 
 

 

 

From 2021 she is the curator for Art and Human Rights., an educational travelling exhibition project promoted by the 
Genesis Association.  
As well as examining the main themes of international contemporary art, with a focus on current social and environmental 
issues, Ilaria Bernardi is specialised in the artistic research developed in Italy from the post-war period to now, paying 
particular attention to the research of the 1960s and 70s, above all on the work of the Arte Povera artists.  
Among her published monographs are Opere e Archivi. Mara Coccia e Daniela Ferraria (SilvanaEditoriale, Milano 2020), 
La Tartaruga. Storia di una galleria (Postmediabooks, Milan 2018); Giulio Paolini. Opere su carta (Prinp – Editoria d’Arte 
2.0, Turin 2017); Arte e Impresa. Omaggio a Marco Rivetti (Castello di Rivoli Museo d’Arte Contemporanea, Rivoli-Tourin 
2017); Vincenzo Agnetti. Testimonianza (Gli Ori, Pistoia 2015); Teatro delle mostre. Rome, May 1968 (Scalpendi Editore, 
Milan 2014).  
Given her added experience as a manager and scientific consultant in artist’s archives, from 2022 she has assumed the role 
of professor at IULM- Università di Lingue e Comunicazione di Milano, teaching a second-year module entitled “Artist 
Archives” as part of the “Art, Valuation and Market” course.  
 
 
MAZZOLENI 
Mazzoleni is a leading Post-War Italian and contemporary art gallery based in London and Turin. With over 35 years of 
activity, Mazzoleni focuses on a museum-calibre exhibition programme and participates in the main international art fairs, 
including Art Basel, Frieze, and TEFAF, as well as Artissima, Artefiera and Miart. Most recently, the gallery has expanded 
its reach towards new art scenes with its participation in Frieze Seoul, Art Abu Dhabi and Art Dubai. 
The Mazzoleni collection is exhibited in museums and institutions worldwide, such as: the Centre Pompidou and Palais de 
Tokyo in Paris; the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation in New York; the Smithsonian Institution in Washington; The 
State Ermitage Museum in St. Petersburg; Tate and the Estorick Collection in London, as well as Museo del Novecento in 
Florence, the GNAM in Rome, MADRE Museum in Naples, Triennale Milano and Palazzo Reale in Milan, and the Venice 
Biennale. 
Mazzoleni represents Agostino Bonalumi’s Estate.  
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